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The Establishment of
Danish Lutheran Churches in Canada
by Rolf Buschardt Christensen
This paper presents a brief history of the establishment of Danish
Lutheran congregations in Canada during the twentieth century. As
they will continue to evolve, the paper ends with a short discussion
of challenges facing the Danish congregations in Canada as they
enter the twenty-first century.
The establishment of Danish Lutheran congregations in Canada
was primarily carried out by two church bodies outside Canada,
namely by the United Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (UDELCA) and by Dansk Kirke i Udlandet (DKU, The Danish
Church Abroad), based respectively in the United States of America
and in Denmark. 1
UDELCA was the first church body to initiate a permanent and
sustained missionary drive among the Danes in Canada.2 Indeed,
the very first congregation was formed by the immigrants
themselves before they left for Canada.3 This was a group of Danes
in Omaha, Nebraska, who decided in 1902 to establish a settlement
at Dickson, Alberta. The synod, pastors, congregation, and the
settlement of Dickson in general were very active in spreading the
gospel and getting the Danes organized. They had considerable
success in establishing Danish Lutheran congregations in Canada in
the years following.
From the late 1920's on, UDELCA was helped in its work by
DKU, which sent pastors to Edmonton and Vancouver and donated
money to UDELCA congregations to help build churches. UDELCA
and DKU worked hand in hand. 4
In the period after World War II, new Danish immigrants
gravitated toward established DKU congregations and were
instrumental in establishing new ones. UDELCA congregations,
founded earlier in the century, received far fewer of the post-World
War II immigrants, as many of the UDELCA churches were located
in rural areas and the new immigrants settled in cities.
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A certain amount of tension arose between the old timers, who
had arrived in the 1920's, and the newly arrived Danes. The tension
was not between UDELCA and DKU, but rather between the Danish
immigrants themselves.5
The friction could not always be
eliminated and led to new DKU congregations in Toronto and
Calgary, despite existing UDELCA congregations.
By the end of the twentieth century, the UDELCA congregations
were no longer immigrant congregations but had become Canadian
Lutheran congregations. The six DKU congregations that came into
existence in the post-World War II era cultivated their Danish
heritage and contributed much to Danish Canadian life. However,
at the end of the twentieth century, due to declining membership
and the shift to English as the community's lingua franca, they were
faced with some stark choices regarding their future.
The United Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
At the dawn of the twentieth century, there were two major
Danish Lutheran church bodies in the United States. 6 They were the
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (DELCA) and the
United Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (UDELCA).
Both could trace their roots back to the early 1870's.
The founders of the Danish Lutheran churches in the United
States were influenced by the two major revival movements within
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark: the Grundtvigian
movement and the Home Mission (Indre Mission) inspired
respectively by N. F. S. Grundtvig (1783-1872) and Vilhelm Beck
(1829-1901).
In Denmark, the state church was able to contain both the
Grundtvigians and the Home Mission. In the United States,
however, disagreements over theology and the importance of
ethnicity caused a schism among Danish Lutherans, which in the
mid-1890's led to the establishment of two Danish Lutheran synods,
DELCA and UDELCA.
DELCA accepted Grundtvig's view that the Apostolic Creed was
just as divinely inspired as the Bible. These Grundvigians prided
themselves upon being the intellectuals among Danish Lutherans in
the United States. They were passionate nationalists who struggled
to preserve the Danish language and culture in their new land,
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establishing Folk Schools and a cultural organization, Dansk
Folkesamfund (Danish Peoples' Society), to this end. In the United
States, Grundtvigians have been referred to as the "Happy Danes."
Members of UDELCA, on the other hand, were pietists and put
salvation and faith before nationality.7 They have been called the
"Holy Danes." Retention of the Danish language among the Danish
immigrants was not of primary importance to members of UDELCA,
whereas faith and salvation were. 8
UDELCA was very active in Canada, establishing a Home
Mission for the Danes in Canada. Within the first thirty years after
1902, UDELCA would establish about twenty congregations across
Canada, of which fifteen have survived. On the other hand, DELCA
established only two congregations, in Dalurn, Alberta, and
Canwood, Saskatchewan. A DELCA pastor also participated in the
failed Danish settlement at Cape Scott on northern Vancouver
Island, and the DELCA had a hand in founding the congregation in
Vancouver.

Dansk Kirke i Udlandet
DKU was established as a private organization in 1919, with the
aim of supporting Danish Lutheran congregations abroad. 9 DKU
presently supports six congregations in Canada in Toronto,
Grimsby, Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver, and Surrey. The support
consists primarily of providing a pastor from Denmark and paying
his salary, which is fully or largely reimbursed by the individual
congregation. The six DKU pastors in Canada also provide periodic
services in other cities, such as Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston,
Waterloo, Nanaimo, and Victoria.
When DKU was formed, its primary focus was on Danes south
of the Danish border in Berlin, Flensburg, and Schleswig (Sydslesvig)
in general.
The idea originated with the Danish Lutheran
congregation in Berlin.
In 1916, during World War I, the
congregation received a considerable donation to build its own
church, but more money was needed to accomplish the goal. Pastor
Bent Lindhardt, the young Danish pastor in Berlin, approached
Pastor Andreas Fibiger in Copenhagen, a well-known leader within
the Home Mission. Pastor Fibiger set up a committee to raise money
for the Danish congregation in Berlin. However, the committee felt
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that, instead of making one single ad hoc collection, it might be
worthwhile to create a permanent organization to support Danish
congregations abroad in general. The founding meeting was held at
the Home Mission's Bethesda in Copenhagen on March 25, 1919.
Present were Bishop Caspar Wegener of Lolland-Falster; Pastors
Fibiger, Kold, Seidelin, and Lindhardt; Directors Allin, Will and
With, and Mr. Poul Erichsen. Bishop Wegener was elected president
of DKU, and Pastor Fibiger was elected chairman of the board.
According to the bylaws, the YMCA and YWCA were also to be
represented on the board of directors.
By 2002 DKU had thousands of members and supporters
throughout Denmark. The DKU head office was originally in
Copenhagen but moved many years ago to Odense. Money is raised
through an annual lottery, donations and bazaars, and by an annual
offering in all Danish churches. 10 Each September, a large General
Meeting is held at Hotel Nyborg Strand. Since January 1927, DKU
has published Dansk Kirkehilsen, which keeps the members informed
about the activities of DKU and its Danish congregations abroad.
During the first couple of years of its existence, DKU focused its
work on Germany and Sweden. Then in 1923, DKU expanded its
activities to Rio de Janeiro and Paris. The following year, its work
was extended to Buenos Aires and Brisbane. In 1925, New Zealand
was included, and two years later, China and Finland. Finally, on 2
December 1928, the Danish Church in Berlin, Christianskirken, was
consecrated by Bishop Wegener. It remains a DKU congregation to
this day.
·
As early as 1928, DKU started supporting Danish congregations
in Canada. In that year, DKU provided a part of Pastor E. M.
Favrholdt's salary in Vancouver, as well as that of UDELCA Pastor
Niels Damskov in Winnipeg. In May of 1928, DKU sent its first
pastor to Canada, Pastor Max Matthiesen, who was posted to
Edmonton. Ostenfeld, Manitoba, was named in honor of Bishop
Harald Ostenfeld, who was President of DKU from 1930 until his
death in 1934. 11 In the early 1930's, DKU gave financial support to
the building of Salem Lutheran Church in Pass Lake, Ontario. 12
From 1947 to 1956, DKU supported the UDELCA congregation in
Saint John, New Brunswick. 13 In 1954, DKU began work in London,
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Ontario, which was later shifted to Hamilton and St. Catharines, and
finally, to Grimsby.14 In 1957, work was initiated in Toronto, in 1964
in Calgary, and in 1966 in Surrey.
In the 1970's, DKU sent pastors to the new Danish congregations
that sprang up in Brussels and Luxembourg, due to Denmark's
membership in the European Community (now the European
Union), as well as to sunny Spain, where many Danish pensioners
had settled after retirement. However, just over half of all DKU
pastors are still active in congregations in Schleswig (Sydslesvig),
immediately south of the Danish-German border, where there is a
large Danish minority.
DKU has taken over the Danish YMCA and YWCA work
abroad, having established Youth Centers in London and Paris to
place au pairs (nannies) and give many of them a place to meet
· socially. The YWCA Centre in London alone has about 20,000 visits
per year. There are also au pair contact persons in Brussels,
Luxembourg, Geneva, and Nice. It is interesting to note that DKU
has never been active in the United States, but has been in touch
with the Danish Lutheran Church and Cultural Center in Yorba
Linda, California.
The six congregations in Canada, affiliated with DKU, have
chosen to remain with DKU because it guarantees a Danishspeaking pastor, who can serve the parishioners in their own
language.
It secures a pastor knowledgeable about Danish
traditions-including liturgy-and Danish culture, mentality, and
ways of doing things. It means that a host of Danish cultural events
can be pursued without great difficulty, such as holding a folk
school course. Unlike many churches in Denmark, the Danish
churches in Canada are more than just places of worship: They are
community centers, where Danes also meet for social, educational
and cultural activities.15
In Canada, the Church Council, with its many support groups
such as a Ladies Auxiliary, a Sunday School, various senior groups,
choir, bazaar committee, etc., look after the management of the
church property and parsonage, while DKU helps to find and send a
pastor. In all cases, the congregation would like to pay 100 % of the
pastor's salary, but in some cases this is not possible. The difference
is made up by DKU.
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The church is there, not only to help celebrate festive occasions
such as baptisms, confirmations, and weddings, but also when a
family, friends and the congregation say goodbye for the last time to
a loved one. The church is a place of worship, and the pastor is there
to spread the Gospel. With DKU, Danish immigrants are able to
worship and socialize in Danish and therefore feel very much at
home.
The first missionaries
The first Danish Lutheran pastors to serve a Danish
congregation in Canada ministered in New Denmark, New
Brunswick, the oldest Danish settlement in Canada, founded in
1872. 16 Times were tough and the farmers poor, so in order to
survive, the pastors and congregation linked up with the Anglican
Church, which was willing to support the congregation and pastor
financially.17 While the congregation in the beginning was allowed
to use Lutheran rituals and the Danish language, over time St.
Ansgar Church in New Denmark gradually became an Anglican
congregation.
In 1898, Pastor Jens Mylund Jensen left Enumclaw, Washington,
and followed Rasmus Hansen to his planned settlement at Cape
Scott on Vancouver Island. 18 Pastor Mylund Jensen had a wife and
five children and was not able to make a living in this isolated
settlement, which eventually failed. Around 1900, his former
congregation in Enumclaw helped him return to Washington, and
soon after, he received a call from Salinas, California.
Dynamic Dickson, the first UDELCA congregation
The first viable Danish Lutheran congregation in Canada was
established in Dickson, Alberta, in 1903 and still exists today. In a
sense, the story of the Danish Lutheran congregations in Canada
begins in Dickson. 19 Despite some initial problems, this community
provided leadership and inspiration for over thirty years, spreading
the Christian gospel far and wide among Danes in Canada.20
The first Danish settlers came to Dickson in 1903, but the
settlement had really been founded a year earlier in Omaha,
Nebraska. In 1902, Fred Pedersen and other Danish immigrants in
and around Omaha were looking for free or cheap land. An agent
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for the Canadian Pacific Railway was willing to set aside a tract of
land west of Innisfail, Alberta, for a Danish settlement. Fred
Pedersen, who was president of the church council in Omaha,
recommended that they seriously consider the CPR proposal.
Bicycle smith Jens Larsen and mason Henry Larsen were sent up to
Dickson to investigate the area and report back. The following year,
Fred Pedersen and others left for Dickson. The settlers brought their
Bibles, Danish hymnals, and a book of sermons by Pastor Vilhelm
Beck.
Pastor Gottlieb Bender Christiansen in Omaha, president of
UDELCA, suggested that the immigrants form a congregation, prior
to moving to Canada, to strengthen their fellowship and faith as they
faced the future in Canada. The congregation was founded at the
home of Carl Christiansen in Omaha in February 1903. Carl
Christiansen later opened a general store and post office in
Dickson. 21
The following year, Pastor Christiansen helped Dickson to get a
minister. Pastor J. C. Gundesen soon arrived with his family. "A
vigorous church program with Sunday School, adult Bible class, and
mid-week prayer meetings was launched. Most of these meetings
were well attended." 22 In 1908, a Mission Society was started with
thirty-three members. 23 In 1911, Pastor Gundesen started to work
among the Danes in Calgary, laying the groundwork for Sharon
Lutheran Church. That same year, Bethany Lutheran Church was
dedicated in Dickson. In 1912, Pastor Gundesen started to work
among the Danes in Kevisville, and in 1914 in Olds, which
eventually resulted in the establishment of congregations with their
own churches and ministers.
The Danes in Dickson were
determined to spread the gospel among other Danes and form new
congregations.
In 1911, the Danish settlement of Standard, Alberta, was started,
also by people from UDELCA. 24 The story is very much like that of
Dickson. Some Danes in Elk Horn, Iowa, were looking for land, and
they approached the Canadian Pacific Railway, which was willing to
set aside a tract of land for a Danish settlement in Alberta. Some of
the early settlers arrived in 1910, and most of the rest came in 1911,
the same year they formed Nazareth Danish Lutheran Church of
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Standard. By 1979, seven young men from this church had been
ordained as pastors. 25

Bethany Lutheran Church in Dickson, Alberta, the oldest Danish Lutheran
congregation in Canada.(Photo by Ms. M. Nissen c. 1940)
In 1925, Missionary Jens Dixen arrived in Dickson, where he
conducted a Bible School for three to four months. He returned to
Dickson in 1928 and conducted a Bible School in the basement of
Bethany Church. Jens Dixen had a great influence in Dickson. "At
least eleven former students in this school became foreign
missionaries and seven became pastors in Canada". 26
While the congregations in Canada still needed financial support
from the United States, by 1927, they were deemed capable of
managing their own affairs. Consequently, the West Canada District
of the UDELCA was formed. They had previously been under the
North Dakota District.
When Pastor Paul Nyholm arrived in Dickson in 1929, he
realized at once that the community needed a high school. Pastor
Nyholm and Miss Else Gundesen, a teacher, went to Edmonton to
see the Department of Education. In September 1930, the first
Canadian public high school opened in Dickson, in the basement of
Bethany Lutheran Church.
It was relatively easy for the boys to find accommodation in
Dickson, but rather difficult for the girls. In 1933, the Girls
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Dormitory in Dickson was built and twelve girls could move in.27 In
1935, the Canadian public high school was moved from the
basement of Bethany Lutheran Church to the dormitory, which then
had to be enlarged.
According to an agreement between UDELCA and DKU, Pastor
Nyholm was to travel to all the Danish settlements in Alberta to
spread the gospel. DKU was only able to provide funding for travel
for one year, due to the crash on Wall Street, but during that one
year, he had visited Danes all over Alberta and in Edgewater, British
Columbia, holding thirty-eight church services or meetings outside
Dickson.28
Pastor Nyholm also taught at the Bible School. In 1930, he
started a Bible Camp at Sylvan Lake and launched the Lutheran
Bible Camp movement in western Canada. 29 The camp was later
taken over by the West Canada District of UDELCA. The camp is
still used, also by the DKU congregations in Calgary and Edmonton.
In about 1930, Pastor Nyholm started the newspaper, Kirken og
Hjemmet, which existed until 1959, when it merged with The
Shepherd. Nyholm was the first editor of Kirken og Hjemmet, which
was published in Calgary every two weeks. Nyholm felt it was
necessary to start a newspaper as the existing private DanishCanadian newspapers were either hostile to the church or ignored it
in their pages. 30
Paul Nyholm was also supportive of the Camrose Bible School.
In 1932, he was a driving force in establishing the Canadian
Lutheran Bible Institute in Camrose, of which be became the first
dean.
Edmonton and the first DKU pastor
A considerable number of Danish immigrants came to Canada
in the early 1920's. Statistics Canada shows that 18,645 Danes
immigrated to Canada between 1919 and 1931. Many were farmers,
but a significant number settled in the cities, Edmonton being one.
UDELCA was the first synod to send a pastor to Edmonton to serve
the needs of the Danes in Alberta's capital. 31
The first Church Service in Edmonton was held in the fall of
1923, conducted by Pastor Mathias Gammelgaard Christensen of
Sharon Lutheran Church, the UDELCA congregation in Calgary. In
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September of 1924, UDELCA sent Pastor A. P. Hansen to Edmonton
as a missionary. He worked among the Danes until January 1927.
After he left, the UDELCA pastor at Sharon in Calgary, this time
Pastor Jens Knudsen, came to Edmonton once a month for services.
Pastor Knudsen suggested that it was time for the congregation
in Edmonton to properly constitute itself and call its own pastor. It
happened that DKU in Denmark was willing to send a minister to
Edmonton, and Pastor Max Matthiesen arrived in May 1928, as the
first Danish pastor sent to Canada by DKU. Pastor Matthiesen
stayed in Edmonton until 1931, when he was called home to
Denmark by DKU. Later that same year, DKU asked Pastor Emil
Nommesen, who was UDELCA pastor in New Denmark, to come to
Edmonton. He arrived in December 1931, and remained until the
Nazi occupation of Denmark. Times were difficult economically,
with the Great Depression, but the congregation was still able to buy
a church in 1933 and consecrate it in 1942. Although Pastor
Nommesen was a UDELCA pastor and for a time even President of
the West Canada District of UDELCA, his salary was paid by DKU.32
Dalum, a Danish colony founded by Dansk Folkesamfund
The settlement of Dalum, Alberta, was founded as a Danish
colony by Dansk Folkesamfund (Danish Peoples' Society). This
Danish-American organization was started in 1887 by Pastor F. L.
Grundtvig of Clinton, Iowa, a son of N. F. S. Grundtvig in Denmark.
Dansk Folkesamfund had sponsored Danish colonies in Danevang,
Texas, and Askov, Minnesota. In 1916, representatives of the society
negotiated with the Canadian Pacific Railway for a colony in
Alberta. 33 Two members of the land committee visited the proposed
settlement twice, and an agreement was reached in 1917. A few
young men arrived later that year, but most of the first settlers
arrived in 1918. Already in May, 1918, a congregation affiliated with
DELCA was formed, and in the fall, it was decided to build an
assembly hall for church services. In April, 1919, the congregation
decided to call Pastor Peter Rasmussen, headmaster at Ashland Folk
School in Grant, Michigan. Pastor Rasmussen arrived in Dalum
with his wife and seven children in May 1920. Already in 1921, a
Folkefest (folk festival) was held in the coulee near Pastor
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Rasmussen's farm. It became a large, popular annual event, with
Danes coming from all over Alberta.
In the fall of 1921, the assembly hall was moved to the Pastor
Rasmussen farm, so he, as a good Grundtvigian, could open a
Danish folk school (Jolkehejskole). Students lived in two bunk houses

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Dalum, Alberta.

(Photo by the author)

The church in Dalum was built in typical Danish village church
style (which had not been not the case in Dickson). Begun in 1929, it
took many years to build. Bethlehem Lutheran Church was
dedicated in September 1936. In Dalum, the folk school had taken
precedence over the building of the church. Cultivating Danish
culture was given high priority.
Vancouver
The first Danish church service in Vancouver was held by Pastor
Peter Rasmussen from Dalum in 1923.34 He belonged to DELCA, as
did Pastor Alfred Sorensen, who came up from Seattle for monthly
services. In 1928, DELCA sent Pastor E. M. Favrholdt. However, he
resigned in 1930. The Ansgar congregation in Vancouver then
approached both DELCA and UDELCA for help, but neither was
able to assist during the difficult years of the deepening Great
Depression.
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All of the pastors who came to Vancouver belonged to DELCA.
It is surprising, however, that UDELCA did not take a lead in
establishing a congregation in Vancouver, as it did elsewhere across
Canada, particularly in the big cities. Moreover, a large part of the
congregation supported the Inner Mission, as seen from the disputes
between Pastor Favrholdt and the congregation, which finally led to
his resignation.3s
The congregation was without a pastor during long periods, and the
church council even considered dissolving the congregation.
DELCA Pastor J0rgen Nielsen served only a short period from 1932
to 1933, but in 1935, DKU came to the rescue by sending Pastor
Clemens S0rensen for a five-year period. However, World War II
came, and he was forced to stay ten years, as he could not return to
Denmark until 1945. The war years were difficult for the
Vancouver congregation, as DKU did not support Pastor Clemens
Sorensen financially during the war.
In April 1940, Pastor Clemens Sorensen moved to a rural
location in order to save the congregation money. In September,
DKU asked UDELCA to pay Pastor Clemens Sorensen's salary, but
he refused, saying the congregation would pay his salary. The
congregation had guaranteed him a salary of $100 per month.
Despite the hardships, it was also a period of progress. In 1937,
a beautiful Danish-style church was built, and in 1941, the
congregation took steps to establish an old peoples' home, Dania.
But it was also a time when the congregation became more English,
as no new Danish immigrants came to Canada during this period.
When Pastor Clemens Sorensen returned to Denmark in 1945, the
congregation debated whether to continue, or rather re-establish, its
relationship with DKU, or to seek an arrangement with an American
or Canadian synod. 36
UDELCA's work east of Alberta
With the exceptions of Dalum and Vancouver, all Danish
Lutheran congregations established in Canada from 1903 to 1928
were founded by UDELCA. In 1905, UDELCA sent a pastor to the
newly established St. Peter's Lutheran Church in New Denmark,
and in 1911, UDELCA sent a missionary to Montreal. Otherwise, in
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the period before World War I, the Home Mission of UDELCA
concentrated its missionary activity in Alberta. 37
In the 1920's, Danish immigration to Canada started again, and
many Danes settled in the cities. UDELCA's missionary activities
therefore spread across Canada. Pastor Niels Damskov, who
worked as a colonization agent for the Canadian Pacific Railway and
who from 1919 was based in Winnipeg, worked for UDELCA. In the
early 1920's, he rejuvenated St. Ansgar Danish Lutheran
congregation in Winnipeg, which had origins going back to 1910.38
In 1921, he started visiting Redvers, to organize the Danes in this
settlement in Saskatchewan. 39 In 1923, they formed Dannevirke
Lutheran Church. Also in 1923, Pastor Damskov was instrumental
in founding Ostenfeld, a settlement east of Winnipeg. 40 Even though
Pastor Damskov belonged to UDELCA, he named the settlement
after the president of DKU, Bishop Harold Ostenfeld. DKU also
supported Pastor Damskov's work financially. At different times,
Pastor Damskov served all three congregations in Winnipeg,
Ostenfeld, and Redvers as pastor.
In 1925, the Home Mission of UDELCA asked Pastor John M.
Jensen in New Denmark to organize the Danes in Toronto and
Montreal. 41 Due to his work St. Ansgar in Toronto and St. Ansgar's
in Montreal were formed in respectively 1926 and 1927.
The interesting question is why UDELCA did not send a
missionary or pastor to Vancouver. The answer might lie in the fact
that DELCA was active on the U.S. west coast and supported the
work in Vancouver, though only to a certain extent. As a
consequence, it took years to establish a viable Danish Lutheran
congregation in that city, compared to Montreal, Toronto, Calgary
and Edmonton. It appears that the Vancouver congregation was
only put on a firm basis after DKU sent a pastor in 1935, and within
two years built a church.
The war years in Edmonton
On 9 April 1940, German troops rolled into Denmark and
occupied the country. Connections between Denmark and Canada
were cut off. DKU could no longer send money to Canada for the
pastor's salary. In Edmonton, Pastor Emil Nommesen was therefore
forced to resign. That left the congregation without a pastor.42
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Nommesen became pastor of the UDELCA congregation in Tilley,
Alberta.
Pastor N. Bentsen, who had retired from Bethany in Dickson,
was willing to come to Edmonton. He was willing to serve without
a salary, but the congregation offered him twenty-five dollars per
month. These were tough times, and later, he and Mrs. Bentsen
were offered free accommodation, instead of a salary.
At a General Meeting in May 1942, the congregation in
Edmonton voted on whether or not to join UDELCA. The motion
was defeated. Many thought they should remain loyal to DKU,
despite being cut off from Denmark.
In February 1943, a week before turning seventy-six, Pastor
Bentsen handed in his resignation, calling the congregation
lackadaisical and saying he was unhappy with the way the church
council worked. 43 As it was not possible to get a pastor from
Denmark, the congregation turned to UDELCA. Pastor Karl M.
Matthiesen, a brother of Max, the first pastor, was able to leave
Nebraska and serve about six months. Matthiesen was succeeded by
Pastor P. L. Thorslev from Dickson.
During the war and immediately after, the question of joining
UDELCA was often raised. After the war, it was whether to join
UDELCA or re-join DKU. The issue would have to be faced next
time a call to a pastor was sent out. The issue was also linguistic, as
UDELCA was not promoting the Danish language and culture, on
the contrary, while DKU had always insisted that at least half of the
services be in Danish. The discussion was indeed heated, and some
church council members resigned over the issue at an annual general
meeting in November 1945. At an extraordinary general meeting in
July 1946, the vote was twenty-seven for calling a DKU pastor next
time versus eighteen for joining UDELCA. 44
When Pastor Thorslev resigned in September 1946, the two
camps wanted to send a call to respectively DKU and UDELCA.
The board proposed to send a call to DKU first, and then wait for a
reply, before sending a call to UDELCA. But a motion, introduced
from the floor, moved that the congregation not wait for DKU's
reply, but to also send a call to UDELCA. This motion was wired to
DKU in Denmark, and a reply came back immediately, stating that a
DKU pastor would arrive in Edmonton before Christmas. DKU sent
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Pastor Poul Overgaard Thomsen, who had served as a Danish pastor
in Vienna during the war and then immediately after the German
capitulation in May 1945 in the German city of Kiel, a major naval
base and the capital of Schleswig-Holstein. He arrived in Edmonton
in 1946.45
Big cities after World War II
After World War II, quite a number of Danes immigrated to
Canada, looking for a job and a better life. Some were also seeking
adventure. Immigration started in 1948 and picked up in 1951-52,
culminating in 1957, in which year about 7,790 Danes immigrated to
Canada. According to immigration statistics from Pier 21, the port
of entry for immigrants in Halifax, 26,531 Danes landed in Canada
as immigrants in the years 1950-59. Most were trades people and
skilled workers. The majority settled in big cities. The impact of
these new immigrants on urban congregations was considerable and
led to much friction, while rural congregations easily absorbed the
few newcomers.
After the war, the two "former" DKU congregations in
Vancouver and Edmonton debated whether to remain with~or rejoin- DKU. Pastor Clemens Sorensen in Vancouver had stuck it out
during the war but was eager to return to Denmark and left as soon
as he could. DKU was delighted to hear that the congregation
wanted to remain with DKU, and Pastor Rudolph Arendt took the
call in late 1945. When he returned to Denmark after five years, the
church council in October 1950, called an extraordinary general
meeting to decide whether to call a new pastor from DKU in
Denmark or call a North American pastor. DKU won by a single
vote, thirty-four to thirty-three, and DKU sent Pastor Peder
Kronborg. 46
In addition to being split on affiliation, the congregation was
divided on the question of language. In 1953, the people who
wanted more English succeeded in pushing through that half of the
church services should be in English, instead of just one a month.
An even more dramatic event occurred in the spring of 1954, when
some Danes, who wanted to belong to an English-speaking
congregation, left, and joined another congregation. 47 Instead of the
newcomers being forced to leave, it was the old timers who left.
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With DKU pastors in Edmonton and Vancouver, newly arrived
immigrants could attend church services in Danish. This was also
possible in Montreal, where Pastor Vilhelm Beck (not the Inner
Mission leader of an earlier generation) served a UDELCA
congregation. Pastor Beck had arrived at St. Ansgar's Lutheran
Church in Montreal in 1938. During the war, he headed the Danish
Relief Fund, which helped Danish seamen. After the war, he went to
the dock or railway station to greet arriving immigrants. He also
helped newcomers to find jobs and places to live. He made certain
that both old timers and newcomers felt at home. Yet, many of the
newcomers stayed away because they felt the Pastor and
congregation was too pietistic (indre missionsk).48 Nevertheless, the
friction that developed between old timers and newcomers in
Toronto and Calgary was avoided in Montreal. 49
A large number of Danish immigrants settled in Toronto and
Calgary, where they could join respectively St. Ansgar Lutheran
Church or Sharon Lutheran Church.
Both were UDELCA
congregations and well on the way to becoming English-speaking
Canadian Lutheran congregations.
With the influx of new
immigrants after 1948, there was again a push for services in Danish,
but official UDELCA policy was to move toward English. 50 This
caused much debate, and in both Toronto and Calgary, the final
outcome was the establishment of new Danish-language
congregations under DKU. It was not just a matter of language, but
also of Danish versus Canadian traditions, and Inner Mission versus
Grundtvigian or more liberal orientations.
Toronto
There was lively debate within St. Ansgar Lutheran Church in
Toronto about language policy during World War II and for many
years thereafter. By 1943, English and Danish enjoyed equal status as
the language of the Sunday service in the congregation. A majority
wanted to move toward English-language services only, and by
1948, Danish services were relegated to Sunday evenings. By 1958, it
was decided that the ability to speak Danish was no longer a
requirement to serve the call. Ten years later, St. Ansgar left what
had been UDELCA and joined the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Canada.
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At the same time, the congregation tried to accommodate the
postwar Danish immigrants, and some of them did attend St.
Ansgar. DKU offered to supply a pastor from Denmark in 1947. St.
Ansgar declined the offer but did agree to look after the new Danish
immigrants. Consequently, DKU did not move into Toronto but
instead sent a pastor to London, Ontario, who would also conduct
services in other cities in Ontario.51
However, in 1951, another group of Danes began to hold their
own services in Toronto and rejected an offer to use St. Ansgar
church. By 1954, they had become a congregation sponsored by
DKU. In the mid-1950's, DKU sent a secretary to Toronto, and in
1957, they decided to send a pastor. Their first choice was Pastor
Mogens Predstrup in London, Ontario, but he knew the Toronto
situation well and thought it was not proper to establish a
competing congregation in the city, so he refused. Instead, DKU
asked him to go to Edmonton and brought Pastor Poul Overgaard
Thomsen to Toronto as the first DKU pastor in that city.52 This
caused some friction between Ansgar and the new DKU
congregation. As a consequence, relations between the two
congregations have never been close.
Calgary
In Calgary, many of the Post-World War II immigrants felt that
they did not get a good reception at Sharon Lutheran Church.
Sharon tried to accommodate the new Danes by getting Pastor Julius
Hougaard from Denmark as associate pastor in 1957.53 However, he
only stayed until May 1959, and was not replaced.
The newly arrived Danes wanted church services in Danish, and
according to the Danish liturgy; after all, Sharon was a Danish
church. They wanted to buy a house, a car, a TV and generally enjoy
the good life that was possible in the economic boom Canada was
experiencing after the war. They did not want to spend a large
amount of money on the church, something they were not used to in
Denmark.
That did not go down well with the old members of the
congregation who had always given money to the church,
practically before they had put food on the table. The old timers had
gone through the hard times, and it was not easy for them to see the
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newly arrived Danes take things for granted while being so
nonchalant about church support. The newly arrived Danes would
bring in Pastor Peter Rasmussen for a service, the old Grundtvigian
from Dalum, who was now living in Calgary, and who spoke
Danish. Sharon charged the new Danes a high fee to hold services.
The two groups of Danes did not get along well.
The solution was for the newly arrived Danes to start their own
congregation. DKU came into the picture and sent Pastor Charlo
Staal Nielsen to Calgary in 1964.54 Before he left Denmark, he was
briefed about the situation in Calgary. The new DKU congregation
was eventually able to acquire its own church and a parsonage.
After many years, the DKU Danish Lutheran Church in Calgary
eventually established a good relationship with the Danish
Canadian Club, the largest Danish club in Canada, which has its
own club house with a bustling restaurant. The DKU congregation
and Danish Canadian Club also cooperated to build Dana Village, an
upper-scale senior citizen residence.
DKU moves to Grimsby
In December 1953, DKU sent Pastor Mogens Predstrup to
London, Ontario. Three years later, he started holding services in
Hamilton and St. Catherines, and from 1957, also in Toronto.
By the 1960's, the congregation in Hamilton had a church, while
the congregation in St. Catherines continued to rent a church. Pastor
Olaf Poulsen arrived in 1966, and he soon started working to
amalgamate the two congregations into one, locating it in Grimsby,
about half way between Hamilton and St. Catherines. The property
in Grimsby was bought in December 1969, and in October 1970, the
new church was dedicated, after additions had been built and the
upstairs made into an apartment for the pastor and his family.
Granly in Surrey, British Columbia
The most recent DKU congregation in Canada is in Surrey,
British Columbia.55 It started as Pastor Arnold Vang's summer
cottage, which he called Granly. When he returned to Denmark in
1966, services were continued at Granly. It became an annex church
of the DKU church in Vancouver. In 1984, when the DKU church in
Vancouver relocated next to Dania, the Danish senior citizen home,
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in Burnaby, Granly was made a separate and independent
congregation under DKU.
Danish churches in Canada and Denmark
After World War II, UDELCA voted to drop the word "Danish"
from its name. In general, UDELCA moved away from being
Danish toward becoming North American. In 1949, the American
Lutheran Church (of German background), the Evangelical Lutheran
Church (of Norwegian background) and the United Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (formerly UDELCA) met to negotiate a
merger.56
The meetings continued for about a decade, and in
1960 the three merged into The American Lutheran Church. The
merger had an impact on Canada, and in 1967, the Canada District
of The American Lutheran Church became the autonomous
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada (ELCC).
Today's
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) came into being in
1986 through a further merger. With these mergers, the identity
within the synod was no longer based on language, nationality, or
country of origin.
Only the six DKU congregations in Toronto, Grimsby,
Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver and Surrey, as well as the smaller
congregations affiliated with them, remained Danish, or to a large
extent Danish. They were immigrant congregations, with pastors
from Denmark and Danish-language services at least every second
Sunday, and they faithfully cultivated and celebrated Danish
traditions. At the same time, these congregations were gradually
changing, due to a number of factors.
The Danish congregations in Canada differ radically with those
in Denmark. First of all, the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Denmark is a state church, supported by the state, as laid down in
Article Four of the Danish Constitution of 1953. This article has
remained unchanged since the June Constitution of 1849.57 The
churches, cathedrals, and cemeteries in Denmark are public property
and are supported financially by a church tax, levied through the
personal income tax. All pastors and bishops are civil servants, who
are paid a salary by the state church. Pastors are educated at state
universities, not at private denominational theological seminaries,
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and they receive an embedseksamen (civil service examination), which
means that they can work for the state.
The Danish Parliament (Folketing) is the supreme ecclesiastical
authority in Denmark. Authority is exercised through the Minister
for Ecclesiastical Affairs, who is a Minister in the government. The
state church in Denmark is referred to as Folkekirken, the People's
Church.
In Canada, there is separation of church and state, and
consequently, churches are not supported financially by the state. It
is up to each congregation to support the cost of a church, a
parsonage, a pastor, and other activities the congregation might take
on. Congregations in Canada are managed by very active church
councils, which must make decisions and carry full responsibility for
the congregation, so they raise enough money to balance the local
congregational budget. This is done by collecting money at each
church service, by charging for baptisms, weddings, and funerals,
and by holding fund-raising events such as bake sales, dinners,
bazaars, car washes, renting out the hall or church, etc. Collections
are taken at religious celebrations such as Easter, Pentecost, Sankt.
Hans (Midsummer), Thanksgiving, and Christmas. Moreover, in
some churches, each member of the congregation has to pay an
annual membership fee to belong to the congregation and have
voting rights at the congregation's annual general meeting, where
the church council is elected. The congregation is therefore a
democratic body, governed by bylaws adopted and amended by the
congregation.
Danish Lutheran churches in Canada hold study classes, Bible
study classes, language classes, lunches for seniors, dinners, heritage
weekends, concerts, camps, theatres, excursions, etc. As well, the
DKU congregations celebrate or commemorate many national events
such as the monarch's birthday (Queen's Birthday Dinner), the
Danish Occupation, the Danish Liberation, Constitution Day, and
Flag Day.
In Denmark, most churches are nearly empty on Sundays. In
Canada, congregations cannot afford to have empty churches: it is
necessary to try to fill them each Sunday. It is a financial necessity.
Moreover, there is usually coffee and cookies after the service, so in
Canada, the Sunday service is also a social event. Indeed, in Canada,
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the Danish Lutheran Churches are community centers, where the
parishioners take an active part in the congregation's life and wellbeing.

Activities
The DKU pastors in Ontario and British Columbia participate in
Home Missions or preach outside their own church. There are
Danish "congregations" or preaching stations in Montreal, Kingston,
Ottawa, Waterloo, Nanaimo, and Victoria.
Typical of the Danish DKU congregations is that they have all
been involved with the establishment of senior citizen homes. In
Vancouver, the idea of establishing Dania, the Danish senior citizen
home in Burnaby, was raised at an annual general meeting in the
church in 1941. In Toronto, members from St. Ansgar and the
Danish Lutheran Church were instrumental in establishing Sunset
Villa, senior citizen apartments located on a very large property
about 85 km west of Toronto. In Edmonton, it was Pastor Holger
Madsen who took the lead in establishing Ansgar Villa, a large
senior citizen apartment complex.
In Calgary, the DKU
congregation, in cooperation with the Danish Canadian Club,
established the attractive apartment and garden home complex for
seniors called Dana Village.
So far, only the two DKU congregations in Ontario have gone
together to establish a cemetery, which they did in cooperation with
Sunset Villa, which provided the property for Sunset Mindepark, an
um cemetery with a chapel and memorial wall, set in beautiful
natural surroundings.
The six DKU congregations are all members of a national
umbrella organization, the Federation of Danish Associations in
Canada. They take an active part in the annual national conferences
as well as the Federation's regional meetings, which they often host.
Moreover, a DKU pastor is usually Headmaster at the Danish
Federation's annual Danish Heritage Seminar or Hejskole.
The DKU congregations are in contact with Lutheran summer
camps. In Vancouver, the DKU church is a supporter of the
Lutheran Urban Mission Society, which helps people who are down
and out in Vancouver's skid row. The congregation in Vancouver
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has also sent financial help to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Albania.
Affiliation with DKU
One of the advantages of being affiliated with DKU is that a
congregation in Canada is able to maintain ties with Denmark and
Danish culture and in particular with the official Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Denmark. DKU and the pastor's contract are
also a guarantee that the congregation will stay Danish Lutheran.
Being a member of DKU also makes it easier to obtain a pastor, and
certainly one with a Danish background. Moreover, DKU can also
provide financial assistance, if needed, as has been the case in the
past, and to some degree still is, with three of the six DKU
congregations in Canada.
Drawbacks to being affiliated with DKU might be that civil
servant pastors from Denmark might not understand the different
circumstances in Canada, where the church council plays a major
role in the management of the congregation, above all in fundra1smg. Secondly, maintaining the link to DKU draws out the
transition to the English language, as DKU maintains that at least
half of the services should be in Danish, though this may be
changing. Being affiliated to DKU slows the transition to becoming
a Canadian Lutheran congregation, which still automatically
happens in many cases. If this transition is too slow, the second and
third generation Danes might be lost, as a Danish-speaking
congregation is apparently not a drawing card for the majority of the
following generations, who for the most part intermarry outside of
the Danish community. Staying a DKU congregation for too long
might in fact jeopardize the viability of the congregation, and it
might have to close as the members die out if young people have not
become active in the congregation.
Current issues
At present, the current six DKU congregations in Canada face a
number of challenges. These challenges might be broken down into
Demography, Attendance, Language, and Financial Challenges.
These are the issues that each of the six DKU congregations face and
must debate, because decisions about their future will be based upon
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them. Taken together, these vital issues affect the continued
existence of each congregation.
Demography
Generally speaking, the membership of the DKU congregations
in Canada is gradually declining. In 1989 the DKU congregation in
Vancouver had 476 members. 58 By 2001, the membership had fallen
to 270, though it might still have been the largest DKU congregation
in Canada. 59
There is currently almost no emigration from Denmark to
Canada, so the congregations will not be replenished by Danes
coming to Canada. The second and third generation have for the
most part intermarried outside the Danish community, moved
away, or do not speak Danish, do not want to attend an ethnic
congregation, or do not want to go to church. As a consequence, the
second and third generation are largely absent from the six DKU
congregations.
Pastor Olaf Poulsen, who served in Grimsby from 1966 to 1986,
maintains that the immigrants who came to Canada in the 1950's
never taught their children to support the Danish Lutheran Church
wholeheartedly. He has written that the Danes come to church three
times in life, "when hatched, matched, and dispatched!"
The average age of the parishioners in each of the six DKU
congregations in Canada is rising. In Toronto, one of the biggest and
most successful groups in the congregation is the Golden Age Club,
with over 120 members, representing at least one-third of the
congregation's membership.
According to Pastor Preben K.
Mogensen, formerly of Grimsby, the average age of the active
congregation in Grimsby is somewhere between fifty-six and sixtysix, or sixty-six and seventy-one, depending on how the statistics are
computed.
Attendance
Within the DKU congregations in general, attendance at church
services and activities is declining. There are some exceptions, like
the Golden Age Club in Toronto, and the now annual Heritage
Weekend in Vancouver/Surrey is very popular, but the general trend
is toward lower turnouts for the various church activities. In 2001, at
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the DKU Church in Vancouver, average attendance at a Sunday
service was eighty when the service was in English, and forty-five
when the service was in Danish.
Language
The language issue in the DKU congregations in Canada is
different from that in the DKU congregations in Brussels (Danes
working for the European Union) or Fuengirola (Danes who have
retired to Costa del Sol in southern Spain), because in Canada the
congregations consist of immigrants whose descendants, generally
speaking, will not return to Denmark to live.
The DKU
congregations are also different from the UDELCA congregations,
where the policy all along clearly was to switch to English as soon as
feasible. Yet, the transition was not easy. In Toronto, for example,

The language transition at St. Ansgar was certainly long
and difficult and was a topic at annual meetings from
1935, when the first complaint about English services
was heard, until 1958 when Danish-speaking pastors
were no longer considered necessary for our task. The
language issue was one about which nearly everyone
felt deeply, and over which, depending on one's point
of view, there was great stubbornness or great
determination. 60
The aim of DKU has been to support Danes abroad, meaning
Danish-speaking congregations. As soon as a DKU congregation has
completely switched to another language, DKU will withdraw its
support, as Dansk Kirke i Udlandet is not purely a missionary society.
In order to maintain financial support, receive a pastor, etc., a DKU
congregation must remain Danish-speaking, or a certain percentage
of the church services must be in Danish. 61
The demand for Danish comes not only from DKU in Odense,
but also from parishioners in each DKU congregation. These people
claim that if it wasn't for the Danish language they might as well join
a local Lutheran Church, instead of driving many kilometers to the
DKU church. Should the pastor be withdrawn by DKU, the
congregation could therefore loose a substantial number of
members. Regardless, the number of Danish speakers is dwindling,
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so the day will come when DKU will no longer send a pastor, or for
that matter, support the congregation financially.
At the same time, there are in Canada English-speaking people
of Danish origin, who claim they are Danish without knowledge of
the language. They feel Danish, and they maintain it is possible to
be Danish without knowing the language.
In 1999, the Danish Lutheran Church of Vancouver published a
hymn book entitled Grant me, God, the Gift of Singing, a 420-page
book of Danish hymns in English. The first paragraph of the preface
reads as follows:
The Danish churches abroad hold many services in
English. Using English allows us to keep our Danish
traditions in an English speaking environment and
accommodates spouses and grandchildren who do not
understand Danish. Second and third generation
Danish immigrants come to our church because they
want their church services, weddings, baptisms etc.
done the Danish way. Some have stressed that you can
be very Danish without being able to speak the
language.
Finances
In the past, as described above, DKU supported UDELCA
pastors and gave donations to the building of UDELCA churches.
This is no longer the case. At present, DKU only supports the six
DKU congregations, primarily by sending a pastor.
Ideally, the situation should be that, "DKU sends the pastor, and
the congregation looks after the rest." In reality, DKU pays the
pastor 100% of his salary, and that was guaranteed in the pastor's
contract with DKU. The congregation then pays DKU as much as it
can, up to 100% of the salary.
In recent years, the DKU
congregations in Toronto and Vancouver have paid DKU an amount
equal to the full pastor's salary. The DKU congregations in Grimsby
and Surrey have not been able to cover 100% of the pastor's salary
and have, through DKU, relied on an unnamed wealthy donor to
make up the difference.
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Short and Long Term Prospects
DKU let it be known that the congregations in Toronto and
Grimsby will, at some point in the future, have to be amalgamated.
In September 2002, the DKU congregation in Grimsby lost a full-time
pastor. Instead, DKU agreed to send a retired pastor who would
receive part-time pay. The former Pastor in Grimsby, Preben
Kortnum Mogensen, had already informed the congregations about
these developments in his annual reports to the congregation.
Indeed, when Pastor Mogensen was hired, the congregation was
informed that he would be the last full-time pastor.
Similarly, DKU wants the two congregations in Vancouver and
Surrey to be amalgamated at some point, as Pastor Kai Glud in
Vancouver pointed this out in his 2001 report to the congregation.
The DKU congregation in Surrey will receive its last full-time pastor
in 2003, for a five-year term. His, or her, successor could be a retired
part-time pastor.
At some point, the link between DKU and the Danish
congregations in Canada will be severed.
Then, the DKU
congregations in Canada may consider joining the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada. In his 2001 report, Pastor Glud in fact
suggested, "it might be useful for us to familiarize ourselves with
the Canadian Lutheran Church." Another possibility would be to
close the congregation and selling the church property. There has
already been discussion about distribution of assets, as seen by
amendments to the Dissolution Clause in the Bylaws of a couple of
DKU congregations. As some of the churches are registered as nonprofit organizations, societies or charitable organizations, they
cannot send money out of the country, or even out of their home
province. This means that they cannot donate their assets to DKU
after they have been officially dissolved. But the depletion and/or
allocation of assets can be provided for, prior to any dissolution, if
the congregation plans ahead.
Proposed Remedies
For all six congregations, it is a matter of survival. In his 2001
report to the annual general meeting of the Vancouver congregation,
Pastor Kai Glud pointed out four areas where the congregation must
take action to remain viable:
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1. Cooperate with Granly Danish Lutheran Church in Surrey

and other Lutheran Churches.
2. Cooperate with other Danish organizations.
3. Increase fund raising and public relations.
4. Increase the membership and number of volunteers.
In their quest for survival, something else the six DKU
congregations could consider is amalgamating and forming a synod
called The Danish Lutheran Church in Canada. This idea was
pursued by Pastor Olaf Poulsen of Grimsby in the late 1970's.62 A
plan for a synod was on the agenda of a DKU pastors' convention in
Toronto/Grimsby and it was sent to DKU in Denmark for comment
and approval. Pastor Olaf Poulsen, with the help of Pastor Charlo
Staal Nielsen, drew up a constitution and bylaws, which was
endorsed by all five congregations present at the convention. Pastor
Holger Madsen of Ansgar Lutheran Church in Edmonton, who was
born and educated in Canada, was very supportive of the idea.
However, DKU in Denmark did not support the plan. It was
shelved and eventually died.
The six DKU congregations could also consider joining the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC). The ELCIC would
welcome the DKU congregations, as they have welcomed many
other ethnic churches, either as full members or affiliated
congregations. 63
ELCIC congregations have a considerable
autonomy and could even call a Danish-speaking pastor from
Denmark, who would use the Danish language and Danish liturgy.
At present, over twelve languages are heard every Sunday in ELCIC
congregations in Toronto alone. However, the ELCIC would not be
able to guarantee the pastor's salary nor support the congregation
financially.
Both the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark and ELCIC
belong to The Lutheran World Federation. Joining the ELCIC would
provide each DKU congregation with the Lutheran fellowship that
exists within the ELCIC. It would mean that each congregation
could participate in the ELCIC's general meetings, where policies are
discussed and decided, as well as have access to a host of services.
Some ethnic congregations have chosen a looser affiliation. At
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present, the Danish DKU congregations in Canada remain outside,
despite having been in Canada, in some cases, for generations.
The sole exception is St. Ansgar Lutheran Church in London,
Ontario. When DKU withdrew its pastor and financial support in
1974, the congregation was on its own. 64 St. Ansgar somehow
survived for a number of years with a small dedicated congregation.
Eventually, the congregation decided to join the ELCIC. Twentyfive years later, the congregation had erected a new larger stone
place of worship, which had become a community church.
Moreover, the congregation had built St. Ansgar Place, a senior
residence. St. Ansgar in London survived and prospered, and in the
process, it became a Canadian congregation within the ELCIC.
At the same time, this is an option, which will probably not be
considered because, for many Danish immigrants, the DKU
congregation is for Danes. In other words, many Danes feel the
DKU church is there for their own generation, and not the following
generations, who will form or join their own church, which will not
be an immigrant church. As a consequence, for these Danes, it is not
important whether or not their local DKU congregation survives, as
the DKU church is a way station between the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Denmark and a church in Canada for their descendants.
Indeed, this sentiment is not just held by a few Danes but is widespread in Canada, and moreover, is shared by DKU and many of its
pastors. 65 The consequence is that a DKU congregation can be
dissolved, and that will be the end of it. Furthermore, at least two of
the DKU congregations have recently amended their bylaws in
regard to dissolving the congregation, as dissolution is now
appearing as a future possibility on the agenda of the congregation. 66
It could also be that no action is taken and a congregation could
just dwindle and eventually die.
Some people who were
approached by the author advised against raising the issue of the
future, as it just stirs up trouble and dissension. Several people
underlined that it is a very sensitive issue (fiJmt emne), and
discussions about future actions and affiliations should be avoided
in order to maintain a secure, peaceful and hyggelig atmosphere
within the congregation.
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The Future of DKU
Regardless of what is happening in each of the six congregations
in Canada, DKU and the focus of DKU is changing. 67 Generally
speaking, DKU used to concentrate on the Danes in Schleswig
(Sydslesvig), Danish immigrant congregations in Canada, Argentina
and Australia, and Danish congregations in Europe. Funds to
support DKU's work were raised by volunteers throughout
Denmark. However, in today's Danish welfare society, where the
basic needs are provided by the state, fewer Danes want to donate
their time or money. Consequently, donations to DKU are
decreasing. Twenty-five years ago, DKU was supported by about
30,000 donors, but the number of donors is now under 7,000.68 At
the same time, because of membership of the European Union and
Danes retiring to southern Europe, a need to serve these Danes,
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Denmark, has
arisen. These Danes have paid, or are still paying, church tax in
Denmark and, therefore, demand that a Danish pastor be sent out.
The Danish state recognizes its obligation and is therefore paying
half the salary of Danish pastors in Berlin, Paris, Bruxelles,
Luxembourg and Fuengirola on the Costa del Sol. 69 This is done
through DKU.
The Danish Seaman's Church (Dansk Semandskirke i Fremmede
Havne), which has churches in seven European ports, two Asian
ports, and one in New York City, is facing the same economic
difficulty as DKU. Unlike DKU, the Seaman's Church has received
financial support from the Danish state for a long time, covering
most expenses. This was seen as natural, as the seamen were Danish
citizens, who paid taxes in Denmark. In 1998, DKU and the
Seaman's Church, which both had held annual lotteries, joined
forces and held a joint lottery.
In the summer of 1999, DKU and the Seaman's Church
approached the former Ecclesiastical Affairs Minister in the Danish
government, Ame 0 . Andersen, asking him to head a committee to
assess the various conditions relating to the religious service of
Danes in foreign countries. The committee submitted its report in
March 2001.7° It recommended that DKU and the Seaman's Church
merge, creating a new organization named Danske Udlandskirker or
Danske Semands- og Udlandskirker. According to Pastor Svend
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Faarvang of Tommerup, Fyn, formerly a DKU pastor in Vancouver,
the merger is encouraged by The Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs, as
the Danish government is supporting both organizations financially,
and dealing with only one office or secretariat would be more logical
and efficient. The committee grouped the Danish congregations
abroad in five clusters, as follows:

Group 1. Congregations supported by Danske S0mands- og
Udlandskirker.
This group would encompass all Seaman's
Churches and the major DKU congregations in Europe. Pastors'
salaries to be paid by the Danish state through Danske
Udlandskirker.
Group 2. Congregations affiliated with Danske S0mands- og
Udlandskirker.
This group would include smaller DKU
congregations in Europe and receive partial support of pastors'
salaries.
Group 3. Congregations affiliated with Danske S0mands- og
Udlandskirker. This group would include DKU congregations in
Canada and would be self-financing, with no financial support from
Danske Udlandskirker.
Group 4. Independent Congregations not affiliated with
Danske S0mands- og Udlandskirker. This group would consist of
congregations in Argentina and possibly the Danish church in Yorba
Linda, California, which are independent yet want a link to
Denmark.
Group 5. Congregations in Sydslesvig (Schleswig). Pastors'
salaries are to be paid by the Danish state through Danske S0mandsog Udlandskirker.
The Committee recommended that the
congregations serving the Danish minority in Schleswig should form
a separate group under Danske S0mands- og Udlandskirker.
According to the Committee's recommendations, financial
support for the DKU congregations in Grimsby, Calgary, Edmonton
and Surrey will definitely be phased out. The same is likely for
Toronto and Vancouver, depending on what tasks these
congregations are asked to perform. 71 For instance, in the case of
Vancouver, the report suggests that the pastor could also serve as a
Seaman's Pastor for ports along the U.S. Pacific coast.
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At DKU's annual general meeting in 2001, the board moved that
the boards of DKU and the Danish Seaman's Church shall work
towards forming a new joint organization to maintain and
strengthen the religious work among Danes abroad.
An
amalgamation committee with four representatives from each
organization was asked to prepare concrete proposals to realize this
amalgamation. After some discussion, this motion was approved
with 102 votes in favor, three abstentions, and no opposing votes. 72
The amalgamation of DKU and the Danish Seaman's Church
was again on the agenda at DKU's annual general meeting in 2002.
The delegates voted in favor of amalgamation with a convincing
majority of 102 to two.73 The merger is planned to take effect at the
beginning of 2004, and the name of the new organization will be
Danske Semands- og Udlandskirker. 74
The ramifications that flow from this amalgamation will have a
major impact on the remaining Danish Lutheran Churches in
Canada. It is clear that the Danish Lutheran congregations in
Canada will at some point be on their own, and before that point is
reached; they will have to make some resolute decisions about their
future.
Conclusion
The aim of this paper has been to outline the establishment of
Danish Lutheran congregations in Canada, a development that took
place during the course of the twentieth century. For the first
twenty-five years, the task of establishing Danish Lutheran
congregations in Canada was primarily carried out by UDELCA.
The other synod, DELCA, played a very minor role. Its Dansk
Folkesamfund did indeed form a congregation in Dalum, Alberta, and
a DELCA congregation was formed in Canwood, Saskatchewan. As
well, DELCA did help in establishing a congregation in Vancouver.
Otherwise, it did not play much of a part in the formation of Danish
Lutheran congregations in Canada.
The pietistic pastors of
UDELCA had more missionary zeal and were maintained in the
field in Canada by a supportive UDELCA Home Mission.
In the late 1920's, DKU, which had only been founded in 1919,
was able to step in to help the Danes in Canada. DKU donated
money to build churches and pay pastor's salaries. In 1928, DKU
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sent a pastor to Edmonton, and in 1935, DKU sent a pastor to
Vancouver. Both congregations had earlier approached UDELCA,
but in the end, the synod was not able to provide a pastor or
funding.
During World yYar II, the two DKU congregations in Edmonton
and Vancouver were cut off from Denmark, and the congregations
were forced to fall back on their own resources in order to support
their pastor, church and activities.
After World War II, with the arrival of a considerable number of
Danish immigrants in the late 1940's and throughout the 1950's, the
Danish Lutheran congregations in Canada were again faced with the
problem of language, as during the war the language of both DKU
and UDELCA congregations had become more and more English.
The language issue, and other problems related to disputes between
old timers versus newcomers, became quite heated at Sharon
Lutheran Church in Calgary and at St. Ansgar Lutheran Church in
Toronto, as well as in the two DKU congregations in Edmonton and
Vancouver.
Related to the language issue, the two DKU
congregations in Edmonton and Vancouver debated whether or not
to remain with DKU or link up with other Canadian Lutherans.
They both voted to stay with DKU.
In Toronto and Calgary, the old UDELCA congregations were
not able to fully accommodate the new Danish immigrants. The old
timers and the newly arrived immigrants did not totally understand
each other, having completely differing views and expectations of a
church. One could generalize and say that both Sharon Lutheran
Church in Calgary and St. Ansgar Lutheran Church in Toronto were
in many cases too pietistic for the newcomers. As a consequence, the
newly arrived Danes in Toronto and Calgary formed their own
congregations and subsequently approached DKU for help and for a
Danish pastor.
It is not that DKU went into UDELCA's turf, or that there was a
fight for the Danes between DKU and UDELCA. The conflict was
among the local Danes, among the old timers and the newcomers.
This can also be seen by the fact that it took so long before DKU sent
pastors to Toronto and Calgary and the fact that DKU sent a pastor
to London, Ontario, in 1954, but not Toronto.
157

Starting in the 1960's and continuing in the following decades,
DKU supported pastors in new congregations in Hamilton and St.
Catherines, later consolidated in Grimsby, as well as in Surrey
outside Vancouver. UDELCA congregations, on the other hand,
became community churches and attracted people from outside the
Danish community. From the 1940's on, they all dropped the
"Danish" from their name.
In the following decades, the six DKU congregations became
the only congregations in Canada that cultivated their Danish
heritage with Danish-language services and constant connections to
Denmark and Danish culture. However, Danish is still spoken and
sung at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in New Denmark, St. Ansgar's
Lutheran Church in Montreal, and maybe elsewhere.
The six DKU congregations established a network with close
cooperation, biennial conventions, and links to other Danish
organizations in the community. The six DKU congregations have
played an active role within the national umbrella organization, the
Federation of Danish Associations in Canada.
These DKU
congregations are more "folkekirke" (people's church) than the church
in Denmark, as they play an active part within the Danish
community. The joint report by DKU and the Seaman's Church
acknowledged this, recognizing that, "generally speaking, a Danish
church abroad is a people's church in a much broader sense of the
word than that usually used about church life in Denmark."
At the dawn of the twenty-first century, the six DKU
congregations in Canada face various challenges, stemming in part
from the amalgamation of DKU with the Danish Seaman's Church.
Locally, the DKU congregations face an aging congregation,
dwindling membership, and the absence of the next generations.
Furthermore, the language in each congregation is increasingly
becoming English in services, social events, and church newsletters.
These churches only have a certain amount of time left as Danishspeaking congregations. Once Danish is no longer the dominant
language, each congregation will have to make some fateful
decisions regarding amalgamation with another congregation,
severing ties with DKU, linking up with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Canada, and/or closing the church and disposing of the
congregation's assets.
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The congregations in Grimsby and Surrey should, according to
DKU, merge respectively with Toronto and Vancouver, which are
the two largest and most viable DKU congregations at present.
Within a few years, there will thus be only four main DKU
congregations in Canada. These four will in all likelihood continue
to exist for some time to come. Eventually, however, they too will
become Canadian Lutheran congregations. They will always have
their Danish background, of course, reflecting the immigration of
thousands of Danes to Canada in the twentieth century. But when
there are no longer Danish-speaking DKU pastors from Denmark,
the ties across the Atlantic will be much looser than at present.
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